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The U n e s c o : IBE Educa t ion T h e s a u r u s (f i rs t Eng l i sh edi t ion) i s 
eva lua ted f rom the point of view of an indexer for use in a manua l s y s t e m , 
By an e x p e r i m e n t a l indexing of educat ional l i t e r a t u r e -- books , pe r iod ica l 
a r t i c l e s , r e p o r t s and pamphle t s - - the su i tab i l i ty of the T h e s a u r u s is e x -
p lo red . The paper e x a m i n e s the grouping of the d e s c r i p t o r s into s even 
f ields and the range and cove rage of each field. An a t t empt is a l so made 
to examine its adaptabi l i ty for a nat ional s y s t e m . 
SEMINAR ON THESAURUS (1975). P a p e r CG 
1 INTRODUCTION 
The U n e s c o : IBE Educa t ion T h e s a u r u s , 
the f i r s t English, edi t ion of which was publ ished 
in 1973, is a i m e d p r i m a r i l y as a tool for in te r -
nat ional off ic ials . However , as has been pointed 
out in its in t roduct ion, it can be used as a s t a r t -
ing point for developing "na t ional s y s t e m s of 
in format ion r e t r i e v a l based on t h e s a u r u s " (9)-
Such a deve lopment would r e q u i r e the addi t ion 
of d e s c r i p t o r s in c e r t a i n f ie lds , and p e r h a p s 
even a change or c la r i f i ca t ion in some of the 
d e s c r i p t o r s used . The l a r g e r p a r t of the i n t e r -
nat ional t h e s a u r u s , i t is a s s u m e d , can be con-
venient ly u t i l ized in any s y s t e m . How far is 
th is a s s u m p t i o n val id ? Can the U n e s c o : IBE 
Educa t ion T h e s a u r u s be used for indexing docu-
m e n t s in all r e l evan t a r e a s of educat ion ? Are 
the p r e m i s e s on which i t is c o n s t r u c t e d accep-
table ? These a r e some of the ques t ions r a i s e d 
and d i s c u s s e d in this pape r . 
2 METHODOLOGY 
An e x p e r i m e n t a l indexing of 300 docu-
m e n t s in Eng l i sh - pe r iod ica l a r t i c l e s , r e p o r t s , 
books and pamph le t s - was under taken , with 
the l imi t ed a im of tes t ing the cove rage of the 
T h e s a u r u s , the speci f ic i ty of the d e s c r i p t o r s , 
the ut i l i ty of the faceted a r r a n g e m e n t and the 
su i tab i l i ty of the t e r m s for Indian m a t e r i a l . 
The documents indexed were d rawn from 
a r e a s of e l e m e n t a r y , s econda ry and h igher edu-
cat ion, adult educat ion, audio - v i sua l a ids in 
t each ing , t e a c h e r educat ion, vocat ional guidance, 
educa t iona l counsel l ing, educat ional psychology, 
e t c . N e a r l y half the i t ems indexed were of 
Indian o r ig in . No a t t e m p t was made to t e s t the 
r eca l l a n d / o r r e l evance in an index so cons t ruc -
ted, al though such t e s t s would be e s s e n t i a l in 
evalua t ing the p e r f o r m a n c e of the t h e s a u r u s as 
a r e t r i e v a l tool . 
2 THE THESAURUS 
The Unesco : IBE Educa t ion T h e s a u r u s , 
has developed f rom a n u m b e r of o the r t h e s a u r i 
and subjec t heading l i s t s . To begin with i t com-
bined the t e r m s of the T h e s a u r u s of ERIC Des-
c r i p t o r s and the c l a s s i f i c a t o r y ideas embodied 
in the Informat ion R e t r i e v a l T h e s a u r u s of Edu-
cat ion T e r m s of the Case W e s t e r n R e s e r v e 
Un ive r s i t y (3, 4). I t a l s o drew from Unesco ' s 
own l i s t of d e s c r i p t o r s for sub jec t s within its 
own compe tence and can be r e g a r d e d as a fur-
the r deve lopment of the d e s c r i p t o r s in the edu-
ca t ional field in the M a c r o t h e s a u r u s of O E C D 
(6). 
21 S t r u c t u r e 
The d e s c r i p t o r s of the U n e s c o : IBE 
T h e s a u r u s a r e cons t i tu ted into seven b road 
g roups , known as f ie lds , as aga ins t the 52 
g roups found in the ERIC T h e s a u r u s and the 17 
facets in the t h e s a u r u s of the C a s e W e s t e r n 
R e s e r v e Un ive r s i t y (8). 
211 The Seven F i e l d s 
F i e ld one c o m p r i s e s of context t e r m s , 
v iz . pol i t ica l , cu l tu ra l , soc ia l and economic 
s i tua t ions , goals and pol ic ies and that sec t ion 
of educat ional t e r m s which a r e goa l - s t a t i ng or 
b r o a d l y definitive in c h a r a c t e r e. g. ' Unive r sa l 
education' , 'Voca t iona l education' , e t c . 
F i e ld two c o v e r s the p r inc ip l e s of ad-
m i n i s t r a t i o n and planning p r o c e s s involved in a 
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sys t em of educat ion. Bas ic d e s c r i p t o r s for r e -
s e a r c h p r o c e s s e s a r e included in this field as 
data ga ther ing , ana lys i s and diffusion' of conclu-
sions have been viewed as a d m i n i s t r a t i v e fun-
c t ions . 
The th i rd field includes d e s c r i p t o r s for 
ins t i tu t ions involved in formal schooling and 
l e s s formal educat ion and t r a in ing such as 
junior co l l eges , child ca r e c e n t r e s , college 
l i b r a r i e s , e t c . , t he i r o rgan iza t ion and the de -
ve lopment of c u r r i c u l a . The cen t re of the field 
is occupied by teaching and t ra in ing methods , 
guidance and cer t i f ica t ion . 
F i e l d four is designed to hold d e s c r i p -
t o r s for c l a s s e s of people when they a r e the s u b -
j ec t m a t t e r of a document , 
The fifth field extends to individual de-
velopment , growth and m a t u r a t i o n . 
F i e ld six contains d e s c r i p t o r s r e f e r r i n g 
to the content of educat ion. The subject m a t -
t e r of educat ion in the p r i m a r y and secondary 
schools and a l imi ted number of g e n e r i c t e r m s 
for the content of h igher and adult education a r e 
followed by some c u r r i c u l a r t e r m s i . e . those 
desc r ib ing the subject m a t t e r in re la t ion to the 
educat ional p r o c e s s . 
The l a s t and the seventh field, m o r e 
concre te ly , includes d e s c r i p t o r s for objects 
and equipment used in educat ion. 
T h e s e fields a r e not in any sense mutua l ly 
exclus ive but a r e to be cons ide red as "ways of 
looking at the s y s t e m and p r o c e s s of education. 
They ove r l ap and i n t e r p e n e t r a t e each o ther and 
cannot be s h a r p l y defined or de l imi ted" (10). 
Thus while the t e r m 'Higher education1 m a y be 
found in the f i r s t field, 'Open co l l eges ' as ins t i -
tutions (dis t inct f rom the ' goa l ' of h igher educa-
tion) would occur in the th i rd field. S imi l a r ly , 
the d e s c r i p t o r s ' L i t e r a c y ' and 'Func t iona l 
l i t e r acy ' r e p r e s e n t i n g goals occur in field 1, 
whereas ' L i t e r a c y Compaigns ' signifying the 
planning of a p r o g r a m m e in the educat ional s y s -
tem is found in the second field, ' I l l i t e r a t e adul t s ' 
dealing with pe r sons to be taught, is p a r t of 
the fourth field and 'Adult reading p r o g r a m m e s ' 
emphas i s ing the content, fal ls in the sixth field. 
22 A r r a n g e m e n t 
The T h e s a u r u s has been divided into 
four sec t ions , namely 
a) a d i sp lay of the m a i n fields and the i r 
facets and sub- face t s ; 
b) an a lphabe t ica l a r r a y of d e s c r i p t o r s ; 
c) an a lphabet ica l a r r a y of ident i f ie rs ; 
and 
d) a faceted a r r a y of d e s c r i p t o r s and 
iden t i f i e r s . 
221 ' The F i r s t Sect ion 
The f i r s t sec t ion of The U n e s c o : IBE 
Educa t ion T h e s a u r u s is a d i sp lay of the afore-
said seven fields numbered 100 to 700, showing 
the m a i n facets and sub- face t s which fall under 
each of the f ie lds . E a c h group that is - facet 
or sub- face t is given a subject heading which is 
an app rox ima t ion of i t s content . The full m e a n -
ing is only revea led by an examina t ion of the 
t e r m s contained in the group. 
222 The Second Sect ion 
The second sec t ion - namely , the a lpha-
be t i ca l a r r a y of d e s c r i p t o r s , f o rms the main 
pa r t of the T h e s a u r u s . E a c h d e s c r i p t o r is f i rs t 
given its F r e n c h equivalent . Next, to take 
ca r e of p r o b l e m s of synonyms, it is c la imed that 
the " T h e s a u r u s follows the USE and UF {= Used 
for) device . C o m m o n t e r m s which the indexer 
or s e a r c h e r m a y f i r s t think of, a r e l i s ted in the 
T h e s a u r u s but the s t a t e m e n t : USE - s e r v e s to 
send the u s e r to the accepted T h e s a u r u s t e r m s " 
(12). 
However , this is only p a r t i a l l y t r u e . The 
UF c lass i f i ca t ion is p r e s e n t in some t e r m s , but 
this i s not r e c i p r o c a t e d by 'USE - ' i n s t ruc t i ons . 
Even the example in the in t roduct ion of the The-
s a u r u s , - namely , the ' E l e m e n t a r y Schools 
USE P r i m a r y Schools ' is not subs tan t i a ted in 
the text. 
To e x e r c i s e control over the meaning of 
the d e s c r i p t o r s , the genera l p r a c t i c e of provid-
ing scope notes (SN) is followed. An examina -
tion of these scope notes r evea led that they 
w e r e of different t y p e s : 
a) T h o se a t t empt ing to provide rough and 
ready definit ions e . g . "Sandwich c o u r s e SN 
Al t e rna t e pe r iod of full t ime work and full t ime 
a t tendance at an educat ional ins t i tu t ion" ; 
b) Those clarifying the use of the t e r m 
e. g. " K i n d e r g a r t e n SN Applied to the g rade , 
not the inst i tut ion, for which use n u r s e r y 
schools" ; and 
c) Those nar rowing or b roadening the 
genera l ly accep ted meaning of the t e r m s e. g. 
" Ins t ruc t iona l t r i p s SN As p a r t of planned cur-
r i cu lum" , "Mi l i t a ry pe r sonne l SN C o v e r s 
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a r m e d fo rces a s well a s e x - s o l d i e r s o r v e t e r -
a n s " . 
T h e r e is a l s o ano the r spec ia l type of a 
scope note which cons i s t s of an a s t e r i s k . This 
device , a l s o found in the Case W e s t e r n R e s e r v e 
Un ive r s i t y T h e s a u r u s , is ac tual ly a dange r 
s ignal mean ing " U s e a m o r e p r e c i s e t e r m if 
y o u can" . I t i s hoped that m a t e r i a l co l lec ted 
under this gene ra l heading will p e r m i t the *IBE 
to identify how often and on what o c c a s s i o n s , the 
gene ra l t e r m s have been used" . (13). Thus , 
for example , t e r m s such as 'Educat ion ' , ' F a c i -
l i t i e s ' , 'Groups ' , ' Ins t ruct ion 1 , 'Needs ' , ' T e a c h -
ing', ' T h e o r i e s ' , 'T ra in ing ' , e t c . a r e all m a r k e d 
by a s t e r i s k s . 
I m m e d i a t e l y following the SN, if any, 
a r e the r e f e r e n c e s which lead to other d e s c r i p -
t o r s . As is the usual p r a c t i c e , BT and NT 
a r e used to r e fe r to h i e r a r c h i c a l l y b r o a d e r and 
n a r r o w e r t e r m s re spec t ive ly , while RT r e v e a l s 
o ther r e l a t ed t e r m s . Genera l ly this r e f e r e n c e 
to RT is shown by indicat ing the s e r i a l number 
of the sub- face t and only r a r e l y does it r e f e r 
to ano the r d e s c r i p t o r . Thus the d i r ec t ion ' R T : 
392' under 'Objec t ive t e s t s ' l eads one to the 
e n t i r e range of d e s c r i p t o r s under the sub- face t 
392 - 'Col lege e n t r a n c e examina t ions ' , 'Diag-
nos t ic t e s t s ' , 'Educa t iona l t es t s ' , ' E s s a y t e s t s ' , 
'Mul t ip le choice t e s t s ' , 'Object ive t e s t s ' , e t c . , 
223 The T h i r d Sect ion 
The m a i n pa r t of the T h e s a u r u s is follow-
ed in the t h i rd sec t ion by an a lphabet ica l a r r a y 
of iden t i f i e r s . T h e s e a r e p r o p e r nouns - -
n a m e s of c oun t r i e s , reg ions or ins t i tu t ions --
and a l so some t e r m s to show concepts of t ime , 
such as ' C l a s s i c a l ' , ' F u t u r e 1 , ' 19 th century ' , 
' 20 th century ' , e t c . They have p r e s u m a b l y 
been l i s ted s e p a r a t e l y because they a r e self-
evident t e r m s not r equ i r ing c r o s s r e f e r e n c e s 
and by n a t u r e " a r e cons tan ts r a t h e r than 
v a r i a b l e s " (14). 
224 The F o u r t h Sect ion 
In the l a s t sec t ion of the T h e s a u r u s , 
both the d e s c r i p t o r s and iden t i f i e r s a r e a r r a n g e d 
in groups of not m o r e than 15 t e r m s . T h e s e 
groups r e p r e s e n t i n g facets and sub- face t s a r e 
a r r a n g e d s e r i a l l y acco rd ing to t he i r facet num-
b e r s . 
3 INDEXING PROBLEMS 
P r o b l e m s which a r o s e while using the 
T h e s a u r u s could broad ly ca t egor i zed in to : 
a) Difficulties in the choice of an 
a p p r o p r i a t e t e r m ; 
b) Absence of a d e s c r i p t o r ; and 
c) Difficulties a r i s i ng out of the f o r m a t 
and a r r a n g e m e n t of the T h e s a u r u s , 
31 Choice of a d e s c r i p t o r 
The f i r s t c a t ego ry of diff icult ies was 
not only m o r e f requent but a l so m o r e t rouble-
s o m e . Var ious poss ib le t e r m s had to be exa-
mined and weighed before a r r i v i n g at an accep-
table choice . Th i s p r o c e s s was thus a l s o t ime 
consuming . 
311 Scope Notes 
Quite f requent ly , because of SN provi -
ded or the field a l loca t ion or the faceted a r r a y , 
i t was poss ib le to a r r i v e at an accep tab le choice 
Thus for ins tance , while indexing an 
a r t i c l e en t i t l ed "Educa t ion for what ?" (2), des-
cr ib ing the goals of educat ion, the p r e s e n c e of 
what appea red to be t h r e e n e a r synonymous 
t e r m s - 'Educa t iona l a ims ' , 'Educa t iona l goals ' , 
and 'Educa t iona l ob jec t ives ' - did not pose any 
difficulty because of the scope no tes . 
1) 'Educa t iona l goals SN The b r o a d pur-
poses of a soc ie ty to which educat ion con t r i -
butes or which indicate r e s u l t s expec ted of the 
educat ional p r o c e s s 1 ; 
2) E d u c a t i o n a l a i m s SN E x p r e s s e s the 
d i rec t ion given to all or p a r t of the s y s t e m of 
educat ion by educa to r s and thus fo rmula te edu-
cat ional goals at a g r e a t e r level of specif ic i ty ' ; 
and 
3) 'Educa t iona l objec t ives SN Intended or 
expected r e s u l t s of the educa t iona l p r o c e s s ' . 
The above scope notes made i t c l e a r 
that the f i r s t r e f e r s to the purpose of educat ion, 
the second to the a i m s of educat ional pol icy and 
the th i rd to the objec t ives of a specif ic educa -
t ional p r o g r a m m e or an ins t i tu t ion. T h e s e 
m e a n t that dealing as i t was with genera l pu r -
poses , the a r t i c l e should be indexed under 
'Educa t iona l g o a l s ' . 
Yet, while indexing an a r t i c l e on student 
involvement in un ive r s i ty and col lege a d m i n i s -
t r a t ion , the m o s t a p p r o p r i a t e t e r m l i s t e d was 
' P a r t i c i p a t i o n ' but i t had no scope note. It 
r e f e r r e d t o n a r r o w e r t e r m s ' C l a s s r o o m p a r t i -
cipation', ' P a r e n t pa r t i c ipa t ion ' , 'Student pa r t i -
c ipat ion ' , ' T e a c h e r pa r t i c ipa t ion ' and r e l a t ed 
t e r m s in the sub- face t 554 ' G r o u p m e m b e r s h i p ' . 
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Other t e r m s in this sub- face t were 'Conformity ' , 
' I n t e r p e r s o n a l competence ' , ' I n t e r p e r s o n a l p r o -
b lems ' , ' L e a d e r s h i p ' , ' P a r t i c i p a n t involvement ' , 
' P a r t i c i p a n t sat isfact ion ' , ' P a r t i c i p a t i o n ' , ' P e e r 
acceptance ' , ' P e e r r e l a t i onsh ip ' and ' T e a m w o r k ' . 
One of these t e r m s ' P a r t i c i p a n t involvement ' 
had a scope note which s e e m e d r e l e v a n t : "Ac-
tive pa r t i c ipa t ion of l e a r n e r in design, educa-
tion and evaluat ion of educat ional ac t iv i t i e s" . 
This led one to a s s u m e that ' P a r t i c i p a t i o n 
involvement ' was to be used for "pa r t i c i pa t i on 
in the planning and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of a teaching 
p r o g r a m m e " while ' P a r t i c i p a t i o n ' was to be 
p r e f e r r e d for " invo lvement in the l ea rn ing 
p r o c e s s or for r e s p o n s e to teaching m e t h o d s " . 
T h e r e being no scope note for one of the two 
t e r m s , t h e r e was no way of verifying the v a l i -
dity of the a s s u m p t i o n . 
312 F ie ld ana lys i s 
In s i tua t ions w h e r e scope notes w e r e 
lacking, an ana lys i s of the field to which a p a r -
t i cu l a r d e s c r i p t o r belonged, often helped in 
choosing or re jec t ing a t e r m . Indexing a work 
'Complex i t i e s of an Urban C l a s s r o o m (7), which 
de sc r i be d the env i ronmen t and p r o b l e m s of 
teaching in a school in an inner ci ty urban a r e a , 
the t e r m s ' U r b a n cul ture ' , ' U r b a n educat ion ' 
and 'Urban a r e a s ' we re all r e j ec ted because 
they belonged to F i e ld 1 - context t e r m s . The 
t e r m 'Urban schoo l s ' was p r e f e r r e d (along 
with a second t e r m ' C l a s s r o o m env i ronmen t ' ) 
as it belonged to the F i e ld 3 - ins t i tu t ions and 
the i r o rgan iza t ion and teaching t e r m s . Des-
c r i p t o r s had a lways to be chosen or r e j ec ted 
after r e f e r ence to the field they belonged to. 
The tempta t ion to use d e s c r i p t o r s which e a s i l y 
come to mind on read ing the t i t le and a r e appa-
rent ly re levant (even though they m a y not b e -
long to the c o r r e c t field) is ve ry s t rong . The 
impor tance of constant r e f e r ence to the field 
r equ i r e s to be s t r e s s e d in the in t roduc t ion if 
cons i s tency is to be main ta ined , 
313 UF and USE notes 
T h e absence of r e f e r e n c e s f rom t e r m s 
not used to those p r e f e r r e d , noted above, c r e a -
ted frequent diff icul t ies . While indexing a pape r 
on "evalua t ion of the work of vo lun ta ry agencies 
in adult educat ion", i t was noted that the t h e s a u -
rus nei ther contained the d e s c r i p t o r 'Vo lun ta ry 
agenc ies ' nor r e f e r r e d the indexer to another 
acceptable t e r m . I t was only acc iden ta l ly that 
the r e f e r ence "Organ iza t ions UF Volun ta ry 
Agencies" , was l a t e r d i s c o v e r e d . If such prob-
l ems a re to be min imized , i t is e s s e n t i a l that 
eve ry UF note is r e c i p r o c a t e d with a USE 
r e f e r e n c e . 
314 RT R e f e r e n c e s 
While s e a r c h i n g for a t e r m to r e p r e s e n t 
'Co l l ege p r inc ipa l s ' , which was not l i s ted , the 
t e r m ' P r i n c i p a l ' was looked up. The scope note 
for ' P r i n c i p a l s ' made it c l e a r that i t was to be 
used for school h e a d m a s t e r s . No r e f e r e n c e was 
m a d e th rough RT to a d e s c r i p t o r for col lege 
h e a d s . A scanning of the face ted a r r a y s 422 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r s , 420 T e a c h e r s and 421 College 
t e a c h e r s led the indexer to t h r e e poss ib le t e r m s 
'Chief a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ' , 'Co l l ege deans ' and 
' P r e s i d e n t s ' . Looking up these t e r m s , the 
f i r s t two did not have scope notes but the l a s t 
one die - that i s , 'Heads of ins t i tu t ions of high-
er educat ion ' and was a l so to be used for 
' R e c t o r s ' . This ex tens ive , t ime consuming 
s e a r c h could have been avoided had t h e r e been 
an RT r e f e r e n c e l inking up ' P r i n c i p a l s ' with 
' P r e s i d e n t s ' . Dif ferences in usage of t e r m s 
a r e bound to occur ; an in te rna t iona l t h e s a u r u s 
can m e e t this s i tua t ion only by the p rov i s ion of 
ex tens ive r e f e r e n c e s , 
31 5 Absence of a ro ta ted l i s t 
The pauci ty of r e f e r e n c e s to r e l a t ed 
t e r m s i n c r e a s e s the poss ib i l i ty of a r e l evan t 
t e r m s being over looked by the i ndexe r . The 
absence of a p e r m u t e d or ro ta ted l i s t of des-
c r i p t o r s as in the Case W e s t e r n R e s e r v e Uni-
v e r s i t y ' s T h e s a u r u s and the ERIC T h e s a u r u s 
r e spec t ive ly , fu r the r adds to this danger . An 
a r t i c l e en t i t l ed The Indus t r i a l a p p r e c i a t i o n 
c o u r s e : an in i t ia l a s s e s s m e n t (1) d e s c r i b e d a 
c o u r s e which a i m e d a t c r ea t ing an unders tand ing 
of the range of technica l sk i l l s . The cour se was 
des igned to he lp a new r e c r u i t choose his b r a n c h 
of technica l study. While a t t empt ing to index 
th is , none of the l i s t ed t e r m s - ' I n d u s t r i a l edu-
cation', ' T e c h n i c a l education' , ' T e c h n i c a l i n s t i -
tu tes ' , 'Technology ' , e t c . seemed ' a p p r o p r i a t e . 
Nor did they lead to a. m o r e re l evan t t e r rn . Much 
l a t e r , while indexing another a r t i c l e on a com-
ple te ly different topic, the t e r m ' P r e technology 
p r o g r a m m e s ' was d i s c o v e r e d . Its scope note 
"Specia l c u r r i c u l u m to p r e p a r e indiv iduals for 
t echn ica l t r a in ing" c l e a r l y indicated that i t was 
an a p p r o p r i a t e t e r m for the ' p r o b l e m ' a r t i c l e . 
Had the re been a ro ta ted l i s t of d e s c r i p t o r s , this 
would have brought ' P r e - t e c h n o l o g y p r o g r a m -
m e s ' in juxtapos i t ion with 'Techno logy ' and 
reduced the poss ib i l i ty of such overs igh t . 
32 Absence of D e s c r i p t o r s 
The p r o b l e m of absence of d e s c r i p t o r s 
was a l imi t ed one. Miss ing d e s c r i p t o r s m o s t 
f requent ly fell into the following groups : 
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1) S m a l l e r geographica l a r e a s and reg ions 
which a r e p a r t of the ones l i s t ed in the a lpha-
be t i ca l a r r a y of iden t i f i e r s e g M a h a r a s h t r a , 
Ka rna t aka e t c . ; 
2) Ident i f ie rs for the form of the document 
e g d i r e c t o r y , g lo s sa ry , handbook, s u m m a r y , 
e t c . ; and 
3) Subjects of study in F i e l d 6 e g socia l 
work, accountancy e tc . 
The absence of such t e r m s can be ac-
counted for. In an in te rna t iona l thesaurus* 
the re is a need to l imi t the number of d e s c r i p -
t o r s . Geograph ica l t e r m s a r e se lec t ive ly cho-
sen, the s m a l l e s t unit being the individual 
count ry . As the in t roduct ion exp la ins , the 
field of content t e r m s is wide. In o r d e r to r e s -
t r i c t i t , the content of h igher and adul t educa-
tion has been " l i m i t e d to g e n e r i c t e r m s for 
c l a s s e s of subjec t m a t t e r " (11). The inefficiency 
of t e r m s identifying the form of the document 
s e e m s a l i t t le s u r p r i s i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y as the 
OECD M a c r o t h e s a u r u s has a fa i r ly exhaus t ive 
l i s t ing of such t e r m s . 
Bes ide s these c a t e g o r i e s , t e r m s for 
concepts like ' B a s i c education' , 'Nat iona l in-
tegra t ion ' , ' Popu la t ion education' , ' T r i b a l edu-
cation1, 'Autonomous col leges ' , ' C e n t r a l schools ' , 
'Aff i l ia ted col leges ' , ' F i r s t genera t ion s tudents ' , 
' B r a i n d r a in ' a r e not p r e s e n t in the T h e s a u r u s . 
Some of these re la te spec i f ica l ly to the Indian 
s i tuat ion but o the r s s tand for concepts and 
p r o b l e m s s h a r e d by o ther count r ies and r e q u i r e 
to be included in an in te rna t iona l T h e s a u r u s , 
T h e r e w e r e a good number of documents 
on individual educat ion t h e o r i s t s and educa -
t ion i s t s . If t hese a r e to be indexed, p r o p e r 
n a m e s of individuals would r e q u i r e to be inc lu-
ded by the indexing agency. 
33 A r r a n g e m e n t of the T h e s a u r u s 
Bes ides the difficulties noted above, 
some inconveniences w e r e a l so caused by the 
absence of g roup headings in the faceted a r r a y 
and the s e p a r a t e l i s t ing of the iden t i f i e r s , 
331 Absence of group headings 
In sec t ion four, the faceted a r r a y does 
not provide each numbered group with i t s head-
ing. T h e s e headings a r e shown in the d isplay 
of f ie lds , m a i n facets and sub- face t s in the 
f i r s t sec t ion . Hence a r e f e r ence to the faceted 
a r r a y has often to be p receded by a r e f e r ence 
to the f i r s t sec t ion and has a lways to be follow-
ed up by r e f e r e n c e to the a lphabet ica l a r r a y in 
the second sec t ion . It would be m o r e useful if 
the faceted a r r a y showed along with the number 
of the facet , its co r r e spond ing heading . A l t e r -
nat ively, this faceted a r r a y could immed ia t e ly 
follow the f i r s t d isplay. This would subs t an -
t ia l ly d e c r e a s e the t ime spent in consul t ing the 
t h r e e different sec t ions of the T h e s a u r u s and 
i n c r e a s e the ea se with which the faceted d i sp lay 
of t e r m s could be used. 
332 S e p a r a t e l i s t ing of the iden t i f i e r s 
Although the na ture of iden t i f i e r s d i s -
t inguish them from the d e s c r i p t o r s , both a r e to 
be used as head ings . The faceted s-rray p r o -
vides an opportuni ty to s e p a r a t e t h e m f rom the 
d e s c r i p t o r s and r evea l the i r e n t i r e r a n g e . T h e r e 
is no app rec i ab l e need to a r r a n g e t h e m 
a lphabe t ica l ly in a d is t inct sec t ion . The speed 
and convenience of indexing would i n c r e a s e by 
in tegra t ing the ident i f ie rs with the d e s c r i p t o r s 
in a single a lphabet ica l s equence . 
4 ADAPTIBILITY FOR NATIONAL 
SYSTEM 
The U n e s c o : IBE Educa t ion T h e s a u r u s 
could ve ry convenient ly form the b a s i s of a na -
tional s y s t e m . In developing it for a specif ic 
national s i tuat ion, addit ions and modi f i ca t ions 
would, of cou r se have to be m a d e . The h i s t o r y , 
leg is la t ion , s o c i o - e c o n o m i c condi t ions , educa-
tional s y s t e m would all give r i s e to speci f ic 
concepts to be included in the T h e s a u r u s . Gui-
del ines for developing a nat ional s y s t e m could 
be provided in the in t roduct ion of the T h e s a u r u s 
itself. This would help in ensuing that the 
national deve lopments a r e in the same d i r ec t ion 
and a l s o be e x t r e m e l y valuable in coun t r i e s 
where e x p e r t i s e and expe r i ence in developing 
in format ion r e t r i e v a l s y s t e m s a re lacking. 
41 The Indian Situation 
If the T h e s a u r u s has to be adapted for 
the Indian si tuat ion, context t e r m s such as 
' C a s t e ' , 'Nat ional in tegrat ion ' , ' C o m m u n a l i s m ' , 
'Reg iona l i sm ' , ' B r a i n dra in ' e t c . would have to 
be added. The second field would r e q u i r e to 
give r e p r e s e n t a t i o n to var ious concepts of the 
s y s t e m of educat ion viz. , 'Medium of I n s t r u c -
tion', 'Examina t ion reform' , ' In te rna l a s s e s s -
ment ' , and a l so to the admin i s t r a t i ve o r g a n i z a -
tion of the cen t re and s t a t e s . D e s c r i p t o r s for 
specific types of inst i tut ions such as 'Guruku l 
inst i tut ions ' , ' B a s i c schools ' , ' C e n t r a l s c h o o l s ' 
would have to be included in the th i rd f ield. 
The pe r sons field would have to be ex tended to 
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include 'Scheduled cas t e s ' , ' T r i b e s ' , 'Scheduled 
t r ibes ' , ' B a c k w a r d c l a s s e s ' and va r ious re l i -
gious g roups . D e s c r i p t o r s for the m a n y langua-
ges and l i t e r a t u r e s of the count ry would need to 
be included in the content field. The l a r g e s t 
number of addi t ions would have to be made in 
the group of iden t i f i e r s . The s t a t e s , union 
t e r r i t o r i e s , specif ic governmenta l agenc ies 
such as NCERT, UGC, e tc . , non -gove rnmen ta l 
o rgan iza t ions , va r ious education c o m m i s s i o n s 
-- all r e q u i r e to be included in the l i s t of iden-
t i f i e r s . 
In some c a s e s it might be n e c e s s a r y to 
modify the d e s c r i p t o r s . The adjective ' r e g i o n a l ' 
is used in the in te rna t iona l T h e s a u r u s to signify 
a c l u s t e r of c o u n t r i e s . In a nat ional context, it 
would r e f e r to an a r e a within the count ry and 
this difference in meaning would r e q u i r e m o d i -
fications to be m a d e . In o ther c a s e s an a l t e r -
nate t e r m may have to be used for the s a m e 
concept . The use of ' H i g h e r secondary schools ' 
ins tead of 'Uppe r s econda ry schools ' would 
i n c r e a s e both the convenience and re levance of 
the T h e s a u r u s for India. 
word . The ro ta ted l i s t i f in t roduced, may fur -
the r b r ing toge the r addi t ional r e l a t e d t e r m s . 
T h e s e r i o u s n e s s of the p r o b l e m can be gauged 
only when an index so cons t ruc t ed is put to use 
in an ins t i tu t ion. 
The skill of indexing r e q u i r e s an ana ly -
t ica l mind. Since the T h e s a u r u s is cons t ruc t ed 
on the bas i s of the seven f ie lds , this ana lys i s 
of the field of educat ion m u s t be cons tan t ly in 
the mind of the i ndexe r . A manual s i m i l a r to 
INIS Manual for indexing (5} or at l e a s t a cha-
p t e r in the T h e s a u r u s explaining, with e x a m p l e s , 
the r ight app roach in using the T h e s a u r u s is 
e s s e n t i a l . This would r educe the r i s k of va ry ing 
i n t e rp r e t a t i o n s of t e r m s and d i s c r e p a n c i e s 
a r i s i ng t h e r e f r o m . 
The U n e s c o : IBE Educat ion T h e s a u r u s 
is to be cont inuously r e v i s e d and a new edit ion 
to be publ ished e v e r y two y e a r s . F e e d b a c k 
f rom the u s e r s is cal led for and it is hoped that 
each new edi t ion would sa t i s f ac to r i l y ove rcome 
the def ic iencies d i s c o v e r e d in the e a r l i e r edi t ion. 
42 Need for a Concordance P R E F E R E N C E S 
As the in t roduct ion points out, t hese 
modif icat ions would c r e a t e the need for a con-
cordance w h e r e i n the national t e r m s would be 
r e l a t ed to the in te rna t iona l t e r m s thus act ing as 
a link be tween the national and in te rna t iona l 
t h e s a u r i . T h e s e r e l a t ionsh ips would be Ident i -
cal T e r m , B r o a d e r T e r m , N a r r o w T e r m , Local 
T e r m , 
1 Sec 315 ADNETT (N J) and LAWTON 
(J J ) . The Indus t r i a l a p p r e -
ciat ion cour se - an in i t ia l 
a s s e s s m e n t . (Voc Aspec t 
Educ . 2 5 ; 1973 ; 61-5) . 
2 Sec 311 DESAI (L R). Educat ion for 
w h a t ? (Teache r Today. 1 6 ; 
1974; p 1-6). 
5 OVERVIEW 
Taking an overv iew it a p p e a r s that the 
p rob lems of indexing with the U n e s c o : IBE 
Educat ion T h e s a u r u s all a r i s e f rom rec t i f iab le 
f ac to r s . G r e a t e r scope no tes , USE r e f e r e n c e s , 
i nc reased c r o s s r e f e r ence to b r o a d e r , n a r r o w e r 
and re la ted t e r m s , a single a lphabet ica l sequen-
ce of d e s c r i p t o r s and ident i f ie rs and an addi-
tional ro ta ted l i s t can eas i ly be inco rpora t ed 
into r e v i s e d ed i t ions . 
The bas ic divis ion of the t e r m s into 
seven fields s e e m s accep tab le . In p rac t i ce i t 
was poss ib le for the indexer to d is t inguish b e t -
ween them and se lec t t e r m s f rom the app rop r i a t e 
field. However the re is a danger that r eca l l 
may be affected if r e l a t ed t e r m s f rom different 
fields a r e not brought toge the r . The RT refe-
r ences does this only pa r t i a l ly . The alphabe-
t ical a r r a n g e m e n t also b r ings toge ther ce r t a in 
re la ted d e s c r i p t o r s which have a common f i r s t 
3 Sec 2 EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION C E N T E R . 
T h e s a u r u s of ERIC d e s c r i p -
t o r s . 1972. 
4 Sec 2 INFORMATION RETRIEVAL 
THESAURUS OF EDUCATION 
TERMS. 1968. 
5 Sec 5 INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC 
ENERGY AGENCY. INIS : 
Manual for indexing. 1970. 
6 Sec 2 ORGANISATION FOR ECONO-
MIC DEVELOPMENT. 
M a c r o t h e s a u r u s *. a b a s i c l i s t 
of economic and socia l develop-
m e n t t e r m s . 1972. 
7 Sec 312 SMITH (L N) and GEOFFREY 
(W). Complex i t i es of an urban 
c l a s s r o o m . 1968. 
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8 Sec 21 SUBRAMANYAM (K). C o m p a r i -
son of four t h e s a u r i in educa-
tion. (Her of L ib Sc. 1 3 ; 
1974; p 242-53) . 
9 Sec 1 UNESCO. INTERNATIONAL 
BURESUR OF EDUCATION. 
The U n e s c o : IBE Educat ion 
T h e s a u r u s . 1973 ; p 9. 
10 
11 
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